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The Foodbank:  Leading the Charge to Relieve Hunger for our 

Miami Valley Neighbors 
 

Who We Are 
 
The Foodbank is the primary source of food for more than 100 relief programs in Montgomery, Greene and Preble 
counties.  Its mission is threefold: 
 

 To acquire and manage food resources and distribute them through the local hunger relief 
network. 

 
 To address the nutritional needs of targeted, at-risk populations. 

 
 To serve as an advocate for the needy and hungry in Montgomery, Greene and Preble counties. 

 
The Foodbank is a member of Feeding America, which provides food and support services to more than 200 food banks 
and food rescue organizations throughout the United States. 
 
How We Work:  Acquisition 
 
The Foodbank allows its network of member agencies, which includes food pantries, community kitchens and 
emergency shelters in Montgomery, Greene and Preble counties, to focus on serving the needy rather than on acquiring 
food supplies. 
 
The Foodbank acquires food for these agencies through a number of avenues: 
 

 Community-based food drives:  The Foodbank serves as a central collection point for hundreds of 
community-based food drives each year.  Volunteers sort donated items to ensure they are in good 
condition, then repack these items for distribution to food pantries. 

 
 Donations from the food industry:  The Foodbank solicits donations of food from manufacturers, 

suppliers and retailers for distribution to its member programs.  Many retail partners including Kroger, 
Walmart and Sam’s donate meat, produce, bakery and other products which The Foodbank drivers 
pick up everyday. 

 
 Federal and state food programs:  The Foodbank secures food for the hungry from government 

commodity programs at both the federal and state levels, including The Emergency Food Assistance 
Program (TEFAP) of the U.S. Department of Agriculture, Ohio Food Program and the Ohio 
Agricultural Clearance Program. 

 
 Wholesale purchases:  Funds raised through the Dayton Daily News Valley Food Relief campaign 

allow The Foodbank to purchase bulk quantities of much-needed staple food items from wholesalers, 
ensuring that those in need receive well-rounded, nutritionally adequate food selections. 
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How We Work:  Distribution 
 
The Foodbank distributes food and grocery products to its member agencies, which then, in turn, distribute them to 
individuals and families in need.  Of these organizations, the vast majority receive nearly 80 percent of all their food 
supplies from The Foodbank. 
 
The Foodbank also operates direct-service programs to address the nutritional needs of specific populations.  These 
programs include: 
 

 A Kids Café ® program for latchkey children, as well as those in daycare and after-school programs. 
 A Good to Go BackPack ® Program for children in grades K-8 who live in poverty and need food to 

get them through weekends. 
 
How We Work:  Advocacy 
 
Advocacy is an important role in the battle against hunger, and The Foodbank’s staff and volunteers work to raise 
awareness of hunger through a variety of avenues. 
 
A significant portion of advocacy efforts are centered around education.  The Foodbank’s leadership works with 
government officials and business leaders to keep them apprised of the extent of hunger locally, and of the impact hunger 
has on the community.  The Foodbank also works with members of news organizations to inform the public about 
hunger statistics, the impact of hunger on the community and issues related to hunger. 

 
Operations 
 
The Foodbank is a 501(c)(3) tax-exempt charitable organization, and is funded by grants, charitable donations and 
fundraising events.  Funding for The Foodbank is provided by numerous sources including: 
 

 Individual and business contributions 
 Foundation and corporate grants 
 Dayton Daily News Valley Food Relief campaign (restricted for food purchases only) 
 The Montgomery County Human Services Levy 
 The United Way of the Greater Dayton Area 
 Special Events and fundraisers such as the CROP Hunger Walk, Day of Caring and numerous other 

events held on behalf of The Foodbank 
 
The Foodbank is led by a volunteer Board of Directors, and operates with a staff of 14 personnel. 
With such a small staff, The Foodbank relies extensively on the efforts of more than 400 volunteers, who provide 
direct service and leadership support. 
 
 
 
 


